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Remarks by Governor J. Millard Tawes .,”-\N 2 4 1967
Opening Session - SOUTHERN GOVERNORS'. GQNFERENCE

Thirty -Second Annual Mé&8&ting

“ Kentucky Dam Village.State Park

Monday, September 19, 1966 - 9:00 A. M.

Governor Breathitt, Kentucky's reputation for friendliness and cordiality
was known to all of us before we came here, but the warmth of the reception we
have received here at Kentucky Dam Village has exceeded our highest expectations.
We are truly grateful to you and to the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky for
your generous hospitality.

I am deeply impressed, as I know the others of our Conference are, by
the majestic beauty of this spot which we chose for our 1966 meeting. It was a
happy choice, and we are most grateful to you for having recommended 1t to us.

In such attractive surroundings, this beautiful resort park and the
charming cottages to which we have been assigned, all overlooking vast and scenic
Kentucky Lake, our brief stay here is sure to be delightful and rewarding

May | say, for myselt, that it 1s a great pleasure and a high honor to
serve as Chairman of the Southern Governors' Conference in its thirty-second
year. As you may know, | am the oldest Governor, not only of this group but ot
all the states of our Union. And I consider this to be the capstone, both to my
eight years of enjoyable and rewarding association with the Governors of our
Southland, and also to my long career in politics and public service -- a career

which, (ncidentally, stretches back over nearly four decades.
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With some of the others of you here, I shall be leaving the office of
Governor within a few months, having concluded my second and final four-year
term as the Chief Executive of the State of Maryland.

I view this prospect with mixed emotions, as I suspect those of you in
a comparable position do. It will be a relief, I must confess, to be able to shed
some of the burdens of office. At the same time, I know I shall miss, among other
things, the bustle and the pace of the job.

As much as anything else, I shall miss the close association I have
enjoyed with the Governors of these seventeen southern states. I have a feeling
that we have accomplished much in our joint undertakings. It certainly has been
one of the most pleasurable experiences of my life.

I am told that when Vice President Humphrey was here a few weeks ago,
he referred to this area of western Kentucky as "Barkley country," expressing his
delight at being back here. I think we are all conscious of being in "Barkley
country" and are moved by the thought that this beautiful land produced one of
Kentucky's greatest sons and one of the most eminent of the American statesmen
of this century.

I know I speak for this entire assemblage of Governors in complimenting
Governor Breathitt in the selection of this spectacular setting for our meetings.

For me and my family, it is always a rich experience to return to
Kentucky. With each visit, [ observe the giant strides that are being téken in
the development of the great Commonwealth, especially in the growth of tourism

and the building of new industry.






